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RTZ threatens critics

Guardian 29/4/8%
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8lf Anthomy Tiike, the chalr-
msn of Rio Tinto-Zinc Corpors-
tibhi has givenr & strong hint
thit ldst yeat's toligh attitudé
towdrds déaling with nolsy and
conirdverelal  anopal  genersl
meetings, will If necesdary, be
repeated agdin.

Last yedr the mining glani’s
Arinbal nera mm’z—llni . Wwis
brought o An abript halt dur-
ingt persistent guestioning from
Eaimemln# ks?amrehultdem about

group’ rests overse
particodarly - In  Namibia !;s:l

Autralia,
Sir Aothony, an -old hand &t
déallhg  with  sich  aftnatlons,
ﬂartlml#rlr thiring the years
& headed Barclays Bank, tells

Annual geoscal mesting

RT#'s shareholders this morn-
ing in hi= annusl report that
“many of those who comé fo
our ]met-,tinﬁ would prefer to
seé It eonducted in & more
traditional way, concenirating
on questiong directly related to
the performafnce of the com-

any."™ .

: Pointltig out that i Is eve
tompany directsr’s tesponsi-
billty not only to conduct the
mesting In dn “* orderly * man-
ner, but Also glve every share-
holdér, no mliterl how un:.;nl,
s ngpliﬂun 0 " guestion
and © cHifcis® ‘-them on any
mdtter: - connected with the
repart  and  accounts”™  Sir
Anthony “#ayw that the ¥ast
majority  of shareholders are
becoming " Increasingly  frus-

trated and annoyed hy the re.
petitive  apd  often  polltical
nature of the questions.”

“These shareholders would
prefer to curtall the mepting
and take the wvote aft a
reasonahle time and of coutse
they have the votes to carry
out thelr wizhes If tth g0 de-
clde.” The next AGM iz 1d by
held on May 26 at the Europa,
Holel in Lomdon,

For a number of vears nies
the group's AGM= have been
dbminated by questions ovar
its involvement In Southern

‘Aftca, s
RTZ's criticsa have maln-
{alned that the mining giant Is

‘hreaking UN ganctlons and rd.
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Glazed axpresaion from Britain's lead-
ing Thatchist,during historic viait to
THERM-A-STOR factory in Plymouth T983.

A tiny "Darid" is lockesd in do-or-die
battls with the ice-hearted giant
EVEREST window company.EVEREST is I00%

owned by FT=-Z and ias- probably the corp—

oration's beat-known public front.

Tt all begin when John Morria,chair
of THERM-A-5TOR grabbed &% of tha
double-glazing market, thus threatening
RTZ'm 27% lead. At this year's Ideal
Home exhibition the two companias did

MINC versus EEC

"Ritual horror" {8 how author John
REobinson describes tha reactions of
multinationals,to attempts to control
thair activities. In A lengthy study
"Multinationals and Political Control"
{Gower  i25)he concludea that mnc's
ars going all-out to "emamculate®
{doaen't he mean tha opposite? eds)
propesed legialation,especially in
the EFC, deaigned to stop the companies
svading taxes,manipulating foreign ex-
change controles,kesping workers off the
boards and helding back om information.
Meanwhile, Walter Goldemith,director
general of the Inmtitute of Directors,
hae warned hia eroniem that Trade
Upiona are "...ineressingly trying to
diveraify the investmant policies of
penaion funde away from commercial con-
aiderationa, towards political onesY
Good news- if it were really ftruel
(mource: FT 31/%/A% and Guardian 2/5/83)

WHO SALD?

n, ., .tha board...have no wish to guill-

atine the discussion”

TI3PTOYIINOR | IMYS-3U0 |, JUIDTANTR,, OF
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IN FRAME-UP STORM

battle royal,and my goodnessl did the
glasa flyl

First THERM-A-S5TOR was hit with a
writ by EVEREST for claiming it offera
hatter insulation than ita frosty
rival.

Then , THEFM=A=5T0R was shoved off ita
pitch at the IH exhibition - at a cost
af §£30,000.

Hext, THEEM-A-5TOR was atopped from
using & II01b steel ball to demonstrate
its warm-haarted resilience - only te
diacover that EVEREST had all the balls
on its stand when the exhibition opened.

Then EVEREST got the IH organisers
to ordar THERM-A-STOR to withdraw all
ita advertising from the exhibition.

Ita cool Finally ermcking, THERM-A
-8TOR went to court and got an injunct-
ion mgminet EVEREST.And that's whers
the whole paneful businesa rests -
sxcept that THERM-A-STOR now claims
EVEREST (ie RTZ) has cut-off two sources
of aluminium supply.

Dont say we didnt
tell you - - -

W_..some of the problems related to the
acquimition of mineral rights could be
samad by more use of the Mines (Working
Facilitiam anq‘Supportlhcts. Thasa are
unique in English law in that they
permit the compulmory sequisition of
land from tha swner for the private
commercial gain of another. Introduced
originally for the bhenefit of private
goal companies, they have nevar bean
fully utilized by the mining houmes and
ecould provide a useful means of aiding
sxploration negotiations for a range of
minerala” {Mining Journal report on
conference on prospacting in the K,
co-prganised by the TMM, of which 3ir
Alistair Frame is new Chair of Council,
gource: MJ 29/4/83

HO COMMENT « + o

"ilews of a tentative agreemant being
reached betwesen Kennecott of the US,one
of the warld's biggest producers of
copper,and unions,over & naw thres-year
contract put the market under prassure
initimlly. Tt rallied briefly on rumoura
later denied, of the death of Fresident
Regan." (FT 15/M,/83)
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MOUNT T5A. — FLIES - hll
plagne proportions have
htlpﬂj o houst bids al the t'l'.:-.
piant Mary Kathleen auction.

People brushing them away flics
fromi thelr faces have becn :
misiaken for hidders, with are
some prices taking an upward on
Jjump of $1000 as they waved ]
their hands about to ward it~ S 5AY

the stlchy pesis.
Auctioneers had 1o 1el RTZ

bayers o bid by ralsing their
calalogues instead of their
hads,

One auctloneer said the  aueTRALASIAN
Miez were & conslant mensce

when he was selling. EX
“An auctloneer Is not mach EXPRESS,
wse with his mowth shut, Is

e he quipped.

Moving at snaila-pace through the
duaty corridors of Westminster County
Court {(and the more appealing niches
af various pubs and caffs) PARTLXANS
ORAND WRIT against RIO TINTD-ZINC CORP
Flc. bagine to take on flesh and bones.

So far,plaintiffa FETER LENNARD and
DAVID BERRY have been to court twicae
in their efforts to get redress for
agsault by RT-T at the lasgt AGH - and
an injunction against the Corporation
to prevent the same thing happening
this year.

Aprii 26, 1983

i

Infortunately the case looks like IJ‘R ILSS PICKINGS

continuing for several more montha(and ) )

it hasn't reached a judge yetl) Any Charter Consolidated -noted investor in
rhance of getting an injunction for the spoils of apartheid-has SOLD its W%
May 26th (this year's AGM) has already holding in rtz for £57m. Shares in Rio
bean dashed.Holl on I9ALL dropped 34p as a result (FT I9/4/83)
CDRNISII M]NI‘.‘RS ves BTZ Bervices is one of the least

4 generous donore to charity,according to
SHAFTEH the Charitiesa Aid Foundation.Despite a

pra-tax profit of £507 million, the Aub-

WHEAL COMCORD — once planned to be this
country's largest tin mine- has gone
into receivership,after loming a battle
for survival with Fio Tinto-Zinc.

(ses Parting Company 2/83)

The mine had a contract with RT-Z,toc
ship all itz ore to RT-%'s Wheal Jane
mine for milling. Laat November however
RT-Z puddenly cancelled the agreemant
"The 50 men who were mining came up from
their shaft and went home without pay.
Theay have not heen back to work sincs"
aaya a Wheal Concord spokesman laconiec-
ally.

RT-7 has a atake in all the current
Cornish tin-mines. It toock over Wheal
Jane from Consolidated Oold Fieldajit
holds b of South Crofty; and it has
18 of Geavor.

"In the eyes of some obeerwvera” notea
NEW SCIENTIST (21/0/B3) "Rio Tinto has
become a force in Cornish mining for
reapona that have little to do with
the profitability of the mines. Morse
significant could be that it wanta to
guarentee supplies of ore to ite tin
smeltar - the only one in PBritain at
Capper Pass,near Hull"

gources: FT and Guardian 27/5/83

pidiary gave only 0.37m million pounds
away.Among I% corporationa studied,thia
wan worse than any other-sxcept for
Egso Petroleum.

+s:Falabora, RT-Z's huge,open-pit mine
in South Africa hee cut coete while
every other copper mine has {mataphor=
ically) hit the ceiling.This im partly
dus to ita aletric "trolley-bus" system
which draws powar from the grid,instead
of costly diesel fuel.But it'm partly
dues to a "sizeable sale™ of uranium to
an unnamed customer.(FT T4/%/83)

ye=flthough Hary Kathleen uraniom mine
has closed in Queensland,its deadly
waste heaps kill on..and the company
atill has sufficient uraniuvm stock-
piled to meet sales contrects for I9H3
and 1984 (FT 20/0/B3)

es-hrgyle DMamond aales - acting anm
agents for Ashton Mining and CRA,whose
trespass on Aboriginal sacred mites iz
now legendary in the Kimberleys - has
made its first commercial sales,It mold
about 200,000 ct of diamonda to De Beera
Central Selling Organisation (MJ 29/4/83)
HWEVER, thara'a spaculation in Apstralia
that the new labour government might try
to ravies CRA/RTZ's link with the CS0...
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Rio Tinto- BOMZ

[was FT-Z own weapons-grade plutonium?
Doem it need to- given ite undoubtad
aasiatance to various countriea (not to
mention Britain) in acquiring nuclear
fuel which will go into bombs?

DMuring March at the Sizewell B
(nuelsar power atation) public enquiry
the British Department of Energy admit-
ted that it owned a "growing quanity" of
plutoniuvm which it ia now "trying to
mall back to electricity boarda?

But the DoE also made clear that
original ownership of much of this
potential bomb material lies with two
privete companies - British Aluminfum
and #aglesey Aluminium. RT-Z owna 33
of Anglesey - and Anglemay ‘owns' pluto—
nivm from Dungeneas B power station,
under a power-pricing agreement. Howavar
Mingeness has been fraught with problems
and hasn't yet produced the goods. When

it doea,presumably the FI will go straight

to the IomE for resals to the CEGB. But
in principle,it's the gcgppany which owns
this deadliest substance known on earth.

How far RT-Z has fionancimlly contrib-
uted to the production of weapons-grade
plutonium from the Wylfa power stakion
is not known. At I98I RT-Z a.g.m.,the
compary's Chief axecutive Aliatair
Frame claimed that Anglesey Alumimium
had only a "stendby" agreement with the
CEGHB to take power from Wylfa. The
terma of that agresmsnt - and how far
the "standby" has been implementad -
waren't ravealed.

Recently however,major queations
about that plutonium have been raissd
-notably by Anthony Tucker,Science
correspondent of the Guardian. "Where
im the half tonne or so of high-grace
waapons materinl, which alone would be
snough to deatroy the hearts of over
IO cities?" he maks™...hea it been
used for military purposes in thes USAT™
Someone somewhers knows the answer.And
for all wa know KT-7 may part-own this
satanic porridee as welll

‘RTZ ACTS.
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Beyond apeculaticon is the fact
that RT-Z has provided uranium oxide
to the so-called "ecivil nuclear” pro-
grammaa of meveral countries, which
has (or is being) undoubtadly diverted
to weapona' deavelopment.

These include South Africa,tha 0SA
and Britamin - which already have atomic
bomba. And,by AD 2000,says a sscrest U5
Airforce document, South Korea,Japan,

Wast Osrmany and Taiwan will probably
have them too.

RT-Z im a major supplier of uranium
and other nuclear sarvicea to all thoss
countries,

So0— while CND builda up ite "Boycott
Tarmac" (cruise silo conatructora)camp-
aign and local suthorities join , in -

a far bigger contributor to nuclear arma-
geddon continues to escape relatively
scot -free. (FACT: The mafnrity of Labour
councile holding shares in RT-7 have
declared themeelves supposedly "puclear-
freal)

gsources: 5.Times 3o/1/83;Guardisn IA/3/B3
and 10/2/B3 and FT 18/3/83
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